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THE SECOND ADVENT OF MESSIAH. 





“And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he that 
remainetn in Jerusalem, shall be called holy; even every one that is 
among the living in Jerusalem, when the Lord shall have washed 
away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall have purged the 
blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereof, by the spirit of judg- 
ment and by the spirit of burning.” Is,iv. 3,4. “And I will pour 
-upon the house of David and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem 

the spirit of grace and of supplications; and they shall look upon me 
| whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him as one mourneth 

for his only son, and shall be in bitterness jor him, as one that is in 
bitterness for his first born. And the land shall mourn, (or the inha- 
bitants of the land) every family apart.” Zech. xii, 10,12. “In that 
day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David, and to 
' the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and uncleanness.” Zech. xiii. |. 

“Behold he is coming in the clouds; and every eye shall see him, 
even they who pierced him; and all the tribes of the land shall mourn 


inthe presence of him.” Rev. i, 7. 


Dear Bro. Scott, 
I perceive in your Evangelist you are publishing a series 
ofessays onthe “Second coming of Christ.” Itis a subject in, 
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which I am excegdingly interested, and an event I firmly ty. 
lieve. Not in the popular sense of his coming do I expect hin. 
but believing, on the testimony of prophets and apostles, | g;, 
cammey looking forward to the period, which events, poy 
crowding the page of history, seem to indicate cannot be yer, 
remote,—when “my Redeemer, who liveth, shall stand at tj, 
latter day uron THE EARTH. Whom I shall see for myself, ang 
mine [own] eyes shall behold, and not another” in wy steaj, 
Dark beyond conception would be my understanding, if} af, 
reading the sacred writings attentively, I could still adhere 
the notion, that the coming of Christ meant nothing more thay 
the spread of the gospel among men, and that, too, by “ily 
benevolent institutions of the day,” falsely so called. The sprea; 
of the gospel! And that, too, by “the benevolent institutions o/ 
tue day!” Yes, 1 know that the gospel was to be proclaine) 
amon all nations as a witness; and the apostle Paul tells me. 
that, true and faithful to their Master, he and his companions 
had so done. It was a witness, but thé nations have all rejecte; 
it against themselves, and vengeance now alone awaits them, 
Our etforts, Bro. Scott, will only succeed in alarming, and bring. 
iug out, by the cry that now echoes through the land—“Coie 
outof her my people”—the comparatively few who yet remain 
in the American third of the Great City Babyion. The spread 
of the gospel! Alas! what a gospel it is. If the missiouan 
schemes were to succeed in spreading their gospel, would th 
remoter parts of the world be ina better condition than Europ 
and America; torn and distracted with internal dissensions as 
they are? The World would still be Sectarian, and as full o! 
iniquity, transgression and sin, as itis. No, happy for the hv 
man family, the limits of Sectarian Christendom are fixed; ani 
will remaia so, until the whole earth shall be subjugated to thy 
dominion of Christ, at his coming, when his way shall have 
been prepared, by the overthrow of thrones, dominions, and 
powers, whose fall shall-grind to powder the kingdom of Ant: 
christ and his clergy of every name. 

But from generals, as you once told me, to particulars. In 
your 8th No. Vol. Hl. you have submitted the following propo- 
sition, to sustain which you have been obliged to call i, as | 
think, a very fanciful theory to your aid. You say, that “th 
coming of our Lord Jesus will be visible to the inhabitants of 
this earth universally.” As proof, you adduce Rev. j. 7. “Be- 
hold, he cometh with clouds;-and every eye shall see him, aud 
they also which pierced him; and all kindreds of the earth shall 
wail because of him; even so, Amen.” In illustration of this 
you say, you are “happy to have it in your power to introduce 
the views of a distinguished writer [neither an apostle ora pro- 
phet, however,] on the second coming of Christ.” From this 
announcement, I presume, you make the views of this “distir 
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guished writer your own, that is to say, you adopt his opiniuns. 
Well then, you doubt the possibility of every eye seeing him 
ar once; and sodo I. Hence you are obliged to take tefuge 
under three suppositions, which very much destroys the force 
of your proof; and, in my humble opinion, impairs the grandeur 
and magnificence of the whole. Your first and second suppo- 
sition, Bro. Scott, are not sufficient to prove that “every eye” 
shall see him, and hence in the third, you are obliged to assume 
that he shall remain in one position in the air, during one diur- 
nal revolution of the earth. Now, if I believed this, I should do 
so on the astronomical testimony of a “distinguished writer,” 
and not on that of the scriptures. Had you closed this writer’s 
book, and depended upon your own fine mind, enlightened and 
well instructed as it is by the scriptures, you would, I am sure, 
have arrived at clearer and more convincing conclusions; for, it 
appears to me, that the whole is constructed upon an inaccurate 
rendering, and consequently, an erroneous interpretation of the 
_ passage. Seripture is its own best interpreter, and [ do not 
' know a single instance in which it is necessary to have recourse 
ty astronomical calculations, to remove seeming impossibilities. 
Without some miraculous interposition, | conceive it is impos- 
sible to explain how every eye of all the kindreds of the earth 
shall see him at once; for that appears to be the difficulty you 
‘strive to surmount; though, indeed, even the popular version 
_ joes not say at one and the same time. 

Bro. A. Campbell has come nearer to the original in his edi- 
tion of the New Testament, than any English version I have 
‘vet seen. He renders it “Behold he is coming in the clouds; 
and every eye shall see him, even they who pierced him: and all 
the Tripes of the earth shall mourn because of him.” This 
translation, however, I think, may be amended without forcing 
the original in the least. I shall give it verbatim, as follows: 
_ldou behold, erchetai he is coming meta in toon nepheloon the 
clouds, kai and pas ophthalmos every eye opsetai shall see auton 
him, kai even hoitines they who exckenteesan peerced auton him: 
katand pasai all hai phulai the tribes ices gees OF THE LAND 
kopsoatai shall lament ep ’auton IN HIS PRESENCE. You will 
perceive that the criticism turns on the phrases kai hoitines— 
pasai hai phulai tees gees—and ep ’auton. I need not tell you, 
that the connective parts of sentences are the most important 
of all, and require the greatest care and attention; “for” as Dr. 
Lowth observes, “it is by them chiefly that the train of thought, 
the course of reasoning, and the whole progress of the mind, in 
continued discourse of all kinds, is laid open; and on the right 
use (not the abuse) of these, perspicuity, which is the first and 
greatest beauty of style, depends.” We should consider, then, 
ifthe particle kat is not explanatory, in connexion with hoitines, 
of the pas ophthalmos; every eye, in the preceding member of 
G2 
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the sentence. If I ask the question— Every eye of whom? |. 
not the answer— Of them who pierced him? And it this be so 
does not this limit the “every eye” to the inhabitants of Judea: 
I think it does. But the sphere of observation may be narrower 
still when we determine the phrase ep ’auton. Epi has various 
significations, and among these it signifies nigh to, before, jy 
the presence of, on account of, &c. Now it is a rule crenerally 
adopted, by authority, that “the meaning that best suits the pas- 
sage where the particle is found, ovght to be expressed in th; 
translation; otherwise the inspired writer’s train of thought wi 
disappear, and the course of his reasoning be interrupted, per- 
haps inverted.” On account of, or “because of,” I apprehend 
is not the correct rendering for ept in this connexion, for if we 
try the passage by the testimony of the prophets, their witness 
does not sustain it; besides, when that is the meaning, it is cop- 
strued with the dative, and therefore would have been ep ’autoo 
instead of ep ‘auton. pi with the accusative signifies nigh to, 
before, in the presence ol, and is rendered by Beza eoram eo, in 
the presence of him, or in his presence. Hence then “every eye” 
that looks upon him in Judea and mourns, will be in his presence; 
and that, too, within the walls of Jerusalem, which I may vet 
prove to your conviction. Now if this criticism be just and 
true, what becomes of the three suppositions of your distin- 
guished writer? Of his degrees, his latitudes, his equinoxes, 
his revolutions, and aerial positions? Did Jesus ascend ninety 
degrees, remain buoyant in one position for a natural day, and 
then soar off to the throne of the Majesty on High? Or was he 
lifted up in the presence ofa select few, and by a cloud received 
out of their sight? Remember, Bro. Scott, this same Jesus shal! 
also come tn the same manner as the disciples saw him going to 
heaven. Actsi. 11. “Behold I come as a thief.” Rev. xvi. 15. 
Does a thief give a day’s notice of his approach, or does he 
appear suddenly and unexpectedly in the house? So comes the 
Messiah, so “out of Zion comes the Deliverer, and he shall turn 
away iniquity from Jacob.” Again, who pierced Jesus? Thi 
Roman soldiers. But at whose instigation and where? At the 
Jews, and within sight of mount Zion. Every Jew, then, sha! 
see him, and “lament in his presence” when he is convinced by 
ocular proof, by the sight of his eyes—that Jesus of Nazareth. 
whom the ancients of his people crucified and himself blas- 
phemed, was in deed and in truth the true Messiah. 

That the reader may have belore him at one view, the differ- 
ent readings, and that he may compare them, let us set belor 
him, 

I. Tue Ornicinat Greek. 


‘ 


Idou, erchetai meta toon nepheloon, kai opsetai auton pas ophtha! 
mos, kai hoitines auton exekenteesan: kai kopsontai ep ’auton past 
hai phulai tees gees. Nai, ameen. 
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II. Tue Latin Version. 


Ecce, venit cum nubibus, et videbit eum omnis oculus, etiam qui 
eum transfixerunt; et plangent coram eo omnes tribus terra, (not ter- 
rarum orbis) etiam, Amen. 

Ill. Tue Frrncn Version. 


Voici, il vient avec les nuées, et tout q@il le verra, et ceux méme 
qui J’ont percé: et toutes les Tribus de la terre (not du monde) se 
lamenteront devant lui: oui, Amen. 

IV. Kine James’ Version, 


Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and 
they also which pierced him: and all the kindreds of the earth shall 
wail because of him. Even so, Amen. 

V. A. Campsexu’s Epition. 


Behold, he is coming in the clouds; and every eye shall see him, 
even they who pierced him: and all the tribes of the earth shall mourn 
because of him. Yes: go let it be. 

VI. My Own. 


Behold, he is coming in the clouds; and every eye shall see him» 
even they who pierced him: and ail the tribes of the land shall lament 
in the presence of him. Yes: so let it be. 

Vil. PararpuraseD THUS: 

Rehald. O \araelites, Tesuse. whom you erucrfied, but who lines and is 
alive for evermore, is coming in the clouds of heavens in like manner as 
he ascended; and every eye of you, even you, who pierced him shall 
see him: and all the tribes of the land of Israel shall lament in his 
presence, as your falhers did in the presence of their brother Joseph. 


Thus you will see, that the Latin version reads “with 
clouds” —‘‘even they who”—“‘in the presence of” and “tribes o 
the land.” The French has it, “with the clouds’”—“those even” 
—‘“tribes of the land” and “before or in the presence of.” The 
word also ia King James’ version is not in the original, and in- 
deed it is the most defective of the whole. This is not the only 
place in which His majesty’s courtiers have put earth in its 
most extended sense, forland. 'The Hebrew aretz and the Greek 
gees, in the prophets especially, they have rendered, earth, 
where the Land of Judea could alone be intended. Thus Isaiah 
8. 22, says they (the idolaters among the Jews) shall look unto 
the earth, and behold, trouble and darkness, dimness of an- 
guish;” the earth in this connexion evidently means the orbis 
Israeliticus or the land of Judah. So likewise Paul is made to 
say, Rom. 9. 28 “a short work will the Lord make upon the 
earth;” it should be upon the land, for in the 27 v. he says that 
Isaiah said this “concerning Israel.” Matt. 24. 30, Jesus tells 
his disciples that “the sign of the Son of Man should appear in 
heaven; and then shall all the Tribes of the Earth mourn, and 
THEY shall see the Son of Man coming in the cloulds of heaven 
with power and great glory;” and in the 26th chap. 64 v. 
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where he confesses to the High Priest, the Scribes, and the F). 
ders assembled at the palace of Caiaphas, that he is the Chris; 
the Son of the living God, he adds, “I say unto you hereafte; 
shall ye see the Son of Man sitting on the right hand of power 
(that is, on his throne) “and coming in the clouds of heavep,” 
Does not this show that the “ Tribes of the Earth” and the “the 
who pierced him” refer to the Jews and their Rulers? Quere. 
does not that prophecy of Daniel, contained in chap. 12, y. 2 
where he says, that some who sleep in the dust of the eart) 
shall awake to shame and everlasting contempt, reter to these 
same High Priest, Scribes, and Elders, who pierced him? Are 
they not the persons who are to lament, and wail in his pre- 
sence, in company with the tribes of the land, who shall inhabit 
Judea at his coming? 

fam glad you have taken up the subject of the second per- 
sonal advent of Messiah. It is a truth believed by very few 
beyond the pale of his Church; and by net many within it, 
By his Church, I mean all those communities of believers, th. 
members of which have been immersed into the name of' the 
Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, cron THe conres- 
SION THAT Jesus 1s THE CuHrRiIstT, THE Son oF THE Livine Gop. 
This Confession is ‘THe Rocx or “foundation corner stone” of 
the “lemple of the. Holy Spirit. ‘Dell me into waa, and crvy 
what a person was immersed, and all doubt will be removed as tw 
the Church he belongs to—whether it be that of Christ or Ant 
christ. ‘This, however by the way. I always like to define the 
terms I use, that sectaries may not misunderstand me; and 
suppose that by the Church of Christ is meant their Churches, 
individually or collectively. Well Bro. Scott, I repeat that that 
glorious event is ardently longed for by comparatively few o! 
the Christians themselves. ‘Their minds are in a state of con- 
fusion upon the subject. It is difficult to get them to believe the 
prophets mean literally what they wrote literally. Antichrist 
has intoxicated them so with his spirirualities, that even yet 
they smell of the different casks (sects) from which they have 
been accustomed to draw their supplies. ‘Their heads are still 
fuddled with the fumes of religious newspaper theology, the 
wholesome seed of the Kingdom, distilled through priests, ca- 
nons, creeds, and newspapers—that they cannot read the pre- 
dictions of a prophet without spiritualizing or distilling him into 
an airy phantom. Happily for my enjoyment of God’s word, | 
have not been educated under such a system; I can, therefore, 
read the sacred writings without reducing them to barren gen- 
eralities, or making them subservient to a clerical millenium; be- 
ing convinced, that, if the prophets have been literally fulfilled 
hitherto, and history proves they have, they will be as literally 
accomplished hereafter. 

Judging, then, from the testimony of the prophets, the follow- 
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ing seem to be the events marked out as introductory to the 
reign of Messiah personally on earth. The power of the Turk- 

| ish empire will be dried up or overturned.—Ross1, prince of 
- Mesnecn—the Russian autocrat—will strive to make his way 
overland to India so as to cripple a great maritime power—it 
will be the vital interest of that power, say England, to prevent 
 him—pvliey will dictate to this protecting nation [Isaiah xviii.] 
to establish the Jews as an independent people, in their own 
land, and by this means intercept the advance of Russia in that 
direction—Rossi, prince of Meshech and Tubal invades Judea, 
with a great ‘army of northern European and Asiatic barba- 
rians—he besieges JerusaLem and takes it, dividing the spoil in 
the midst of her; the houses will be rifled, the women ravished, 
and half of its inhabitants taken prisoners. ‘Then will the “tury 

of God come up into his face.” The Lord Messiah goes forth 
—he descends from heaven with a shout—he stands with his 
feet upon the mount of Olives, wrapped in the glory of his 
Father—the land trembles at his presence—an earthquake en- 
sues, Which cleaves the mount of Olives asunder, and overturns 
the cities of nations—then, O Zion! behold thy king cometh in 
power and great glory; shout O Israel, Hosanna to the Son of 
David! Blessed is he that cometh in the name of Jehovah— 
then the Jews look upon him whom “they have pierced, and all 
~ the tribes of the land lament in his presence’”—at this time the 
_ Jews are in an abject state of political depression, and still 
zealous for the traditions of the fathers; but Messiah—Jesus of 

_ Nazareth—the pELIVERER out of Zion shall come; and he shall 
_ turn away ungodliness from Jacob, Rom. ii. 26—ne calls for a 
| sword against the invader throughout all his mountains (Eze- 
 kiel)—Judah shall fight at Jerusalem (Zech) anp conquer, and 
- thus will Tse Prince make himself great and holy, and well 
knuwn to be the Lord in the eyes of many nations. The Jews, 

_ how subjected to Jesus, will receive abundantly of God’s Holy 
' Spirit, and, as in the days of the apostles, will be the regenera- 
_torsof an apostate world. The dead in Christ will be raised 
_ by the Spirit of God, which raised Jesus, making alive our 
_ mortal bodies. Rom, viii. 11. The millenium beginning, the 
_ everlasting gospel having been proclaimed by the Jews, Rev. 
_ xiv. 16—the millenial temple is built by the true Joshua—the 
' Branch—the Priest upon his throne. (Zech. vi. 12, 13). Then 


_ Shall ten men of all nations and languages take hold of the skirt 
_ of a Jew, saying, we will go with thee, for we have heard that 


« 


es God is with you (Zech. iii. 23)—and then shall the true anti- 
typical feast of tabernacles be kept by all the nations at Jerusa- 


_ ‘em, and then shall the Lord be king over all the earth—then 
_ shall there be one Lord and his name one. The golden age of 
_ the Prince of Peace now reigns; he sits on his own most glo- 


rious throne—and the law goes forth out of Zion, and the word 
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of the Lord out of Jerusalem. Quere, How mucu wist, ry; 
BENEVOLENT INSTITUTIONS OF THE DAY HAVE CONTRIBUUED qo 
THE INTRODUCTION OF THIS BRILLIANT BRA? Let the cleroy 
and their deluded votaries search and see. ” 
Farewell! Bro. Scott, in the lively hope of this glorious stay 
of things, believe me your Bro. Tue Epirox. 





UNCONDITIONAL SALVATION. 


Cincinatti, Sept. 1834, 
My Dear Sir, 

‘The day betore yesterday I received your Journal which | 
presume you sent me. I was not a little surprised (though not 
at all displeased) to find my letter to you therein published, a, 
{ did not intend it for the public eye. The letter [ now write | 
do intend for the public, and trust you will have the kindness to 
publish it in your next number, together with ‘‘the Introduction” 
to a pamphlet of mine which accompanies this, as a reply to 
your animadversions. The misrepresentation which you (not 
intentionally | am sure) and your brother publishers in their 
journals, have given of my views, rendersa compliance with this 


request only an act of common justice. Therefore, without 


giving your opinion, or the opinion of any other man, as to 
“their singularity’—‘‘their want of common reason”—“iheir 
deficiency of human wisdom”—and their being “bad because 
they will work only one way,” come boldly to the scriptures as 
the only unerring standard of truth—produce your scriptures, 
and place them face to face opposite the statements therein con- 
tained. You have written as a gentleman, (indeed [ expected 
nothing else from you,) therefore I answer cheerfully your letter; 
but the scurrility, and the unblushing falsehoods, with whicli 
your brethren have, in their journals, treated me, render their 
publications beneath my notice. In one I am called “an ass in 
a lion’s skin!” in another “a miscreant!” and in a third (by the 
Founder of your religion) “a mountebank”’! and all this tor what’ 
because I feel it my duty to oppose a modern delusion—because 
{ defend the faith once delivered to the saints—because I have 
accepted the challenge which has been hitherto so vaunting\y 
given by your leader—and echoed from all your pulpits—be- 
cause on that occasion I stopped the mouths (in the presence 0! 
hundreds of witnesses) of a dozen of your champions—and 
none, no, not one, dared reply to the humble and unworthy in- 
dividual who presumed to use the sword of the Spirit— finally, 
because they ee I am ready to accept again a similar chal 
lenge from any one. But, my dear friend, let me calmly ask 

ou, is scurrility argument? Does truthrequire such a weapon’ 
s this the first fruits of Apostolic order? or were ridicule and 
bombast Apostolic weapons? I attack no man—lI attack pria- 
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ciples, not men. If there be any of the real children of God 
amongst you, this conduct ought to open their eyes. 

While — pages are open to a free and calm examination 
of truth, [ will cheerfully correspond with you: yea, I will sub- 
scribe to your Journal; so you may consider mea subscriber 
ou such terms and so long. Be so kind as to inform me how | 
am to pay my subscription. 

Lastly, do me the justice of informing the public, that I do 
nut (as all your journals have erroneously stated) consider obli- 
gation to the commands of God unnecessary. No, no—quite 
the contrary. But this I do, I make obedience to all the com- 
mands of Christ indispensably necessary to prove the sincerity 
of a man’s faith—the essential fruits of faith—the invariable 
effects of a knowledge of the living God—of having been mer- 
cifully and freely saved, BY GRACE, NOT BY WORKS OF ANY KIND}; 
[ make obedience not the cause or condition of salvation, which 
your system does, but I make it the effect of salvation, of par- 
don, which the Bible does. Shew me that the Bible does not in 
this agree With me, and the controversy is at an end—you shall 
have the victory. I request you will send me the pamphlets I 
lent you as soon as possible; also send me the numbers of your 
Journal regularly. 

You have kindly admonished me to add to my “faith know- 
ledge.” I trust I shall do so. May I, in return, entreat you to 
think soberly—not to be high-minded, but fear; lest peradven- 
ture you be found fighting against the living God. 

Believe me your sincere well wisher, 


W. W. SLEIGH. 


J. Thomas, Esq. M. D. 


REPLY. 
My Dear Sir, 

As you will have seen in the last Advocate, 1 received yours 
too late for inseriion. You perceive that my periodical does 
not contain more than 24 pages 12mo; and you will observe 
further, that unlike the sectarian Religious Newspapers, I am 
not under the necessity of filling them up with cuttings out of 
all the papers of the country, for want of matter. I have more 
matter in my portfolio than [ shall be able to crowd in for twelve 
months tocome. Under these circumstances, your request cannot 
be complied with to the full extent you demand. I shall always 
be happy to publish for you any letter, or article, in reply to 
what is urged against your theory provided always it be 
concise and to the point. I cannot publish the introduction to 
Campbellism unmasked”—first, because it is no reply, directly or 
remotely, to my animadversions—secondly, because I am inter- 
dicted from giving my opimon upon it—thirdly, because if per- 
mitted to do so, it would take the whole 24 pages 12mo, print- 

G3 
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ed in brevier, to give my yeaders the true sense and right ap. 
plication of all the scripture scraps or texts you have culled, 
rent, fractured, and misapplied in your first, second and thi;j 
paragraphs; and lastly, 1 cannot publish it because it w Ould oc. 
cupy seven pages of the Advocate, which I can by no meagg 
spare. In this number I[ have thrown out the conclusion oj g 
‘Dialogue on Sectarianism” to make room for you, that you 
should have no cause to say I am partial. I shall not theretire. 
in justice to you, unmask my battery on “Campbellism unmas\. 
ed” because I cannot aflord to lay it before my readers as {i 
as would be necessary.---To the letter then before me. I h: ive 
sins enough of my own to answer for, the clergy, their followers, 
and yourself being judges, without assuming the re sponsibility 
of my ‘Brother publishers” for theirs. I shall not, theretore take 
up the cudgels to defend them and to batter you; but one thing 
{1 would say, by way of advice,—when you go into batt, 
whether with the pen, the sword, or fisty cufls, keep cool, tor 
many a brave man loses his life by impetuosity. If you have 
truth on your side you are then on the vantage groung; and pa- 
noplied with an armour battle-axe proof, you can wield the 
_ sword of the Spirit, not to parry thrusts, but to put your op- 

yonent hors de combat with the greatest safety and confidence, 
suspect this is the real state of things between you and them 
They, no doubt, know the impregnability of their defences; tor, 
before you came to America, they have been hotly besieged, 
by the most redoubtable champions of the aliens; but never 
have their battering rams caused the least cscillation of a sin- 
gle tower. It would have been well for you to have been in- 
formed of this beforehand, or you would not perhaps have pre- 
cipitated yourself'so rashly into a contest in which your success 
is utterly hopeless. No one will impute cowardice to you, as 
may be fairly done to the clergy who applaud, and_ sooner 
or later, if you do not take care, “will make a tvol of you. You 
want generalship. You have sketched out a certain plan of cam- 
yaign, Without remembering that your opponents have also to 
¥e consulted. In common w arfare, you may force your anta- 
gonist from his position; but ina war of sentiments you must 
outgeneral him by outreasoning him. Calling names is part 
of the battle shout, very harmless if undeserved. I will not 
condemn them for calling you names, because in so doing | 
should condemn you. If they have called you “misereant” you 
have called them liars, so that in this respect you are equal: 
neither will I approbate them for thenI should applaud you, 
which in my conscience [cannot do. 

You say, the “Founder of my Religion” has called you 4 
‘“mouatebank”’! Surely you are mistaken. I will not say itis 
“lie No. 1,” but it certainly cannot beso. The Founder of my 
religion. never called you mountebank or valleybank. He never 
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so designated any man who opposed the delusion of his day. 
For when one was casting out devils in his name, and his dis- 
ciples forbad him, he disapproved of their conduct, and told 
them to forbid him not, for he that is not against us, is for us. 
This was Jesus of Nazareth; and yet you say that he (for he is 
the 'ounder of my Religion) called you a mountebank because 
you feel it your duty to oppose a modern delusion”: now really 
this is too bad. ‘Think of this at your leisure; and reflect if 
greater caution would not be adviseable. Iam not quite so sure 
as you seem to be, that you are a “defender of the faith once 
delivered to the saints.” Harry the eighth of EnagLanp was 
called DerENDER OF THE FAITH by the Pope; a title claimed by 
all his successors both religious and impious to the present day. 
You may be a “defender of the faith” once delivered to episco- 
pal saints, but I have yet to learn, fror any thing you have yet 
written or spoken that you are a defender of the faith delivered 
by the Apostles. Coatrariwise, I suspect, you will be found ul- 
timately tu be the destroyer of what you think you defend. Your 
head, my dear friend, is so full of your own theory that, I fear, 
until some of your notions go by the board, there will be no 
room for THE FAITH, or hope of convincing you. You talk 
about my “Leader,” my “pulpits,” my “champions” &c. My 
Leader sits upon the ‘Throne of the Majesty in the Heavens; 
therefore, be careful what you say against him. He is not 
a personage to be trifled with, nor will | permit him to be 
blasphemed, in word or deed, by priests or people without 
attacking the slanderers. He vauntingly boasts against none, 
I, nor any of the brethren who proclaim the gospel, have no 
such property as pulpits. We have no control over such 
things; the preaching stands belong to the people—to us all 
as brethren—they, not we, control them. If you did triumph 
over “a dozen champions at Cincinatti,” which has to be 
proved, what are a dozen to 150,000?—Kvery intelligent bro- 
ther in the Restoration is a champion, not of mine, however, 
but of the Apostles. It would take you some time to van- 
quish us. Attack us with the millions of priests at your back 
that now desolate society!—come on like Xerxes at the head 
of his Persians, enter the defile of Thermopylae, and you will 
fiad a hero in every righthearted reformer, who with the 
sword of the spirit in his hand, will put 10,000 of your bata- 
lions to flight:—should he fall, his place would be supplied 
by others equally valiant to maintain the combat. If you 
conquer, you must beat us in detail. And, though the Cleric 
shout of victory should rend the ecclesiastical Heavens, 
your Reverend Church Militants, would yet have more re- 
doubtable foes to conquer—Tur Aposties. We might pos- 
sibly be put down, but the truth remains the same. “But, 


my dear friend, let me calmly ask you,” I am glad to hear 
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ou talk of calmness; for evidently thé former part of yoy; 
fotiee has been penned under muchexcitement. Your blood 
circulates too forcibly through your cerebellum. It make, 
you impetuous and throws you off your guard. Yes | agree 
with you, be “calm.” Let the examination of truth be conduct. 
ed “freely and calmly.” Do not let us be bombastic; let ys 
attend to this. It is goud advice. | agree with you—*therp 
is no argument in ridicule and bombast.” 

You say, “Il make obedience to all the commands of Chris; 
indispensably necessary ¢o prove the sincerity of a man’s 
faith.’ To prove the sincerity of a man’s faith to whom? 
Not to God, surely. This sort of proof would be unneces. 
sary in relation to him; for he, being omniscient, knows the 
sincerity of a man’s faith without such proof. The other al. 
ternative is, you make obedience necessary to piove the sin- 
cerity of a man’s faith to his fellow sinners! Singular that 
rou should make obedience of no more importance than this! 
But here is the fallacy of your position: you make obedi- 
ence necessary for this; but the questionis, what do Jp- 
sus and his apostles make obedience necessary to prove? 
Let them reply;—iirst, to prove our love to Jesus: ‘“ He that 
hath my commandments and keepeth them, he it is that 
loveth me.” John xiv. 21. “If aman love me he will keep 
my words.” v. 23.—secondly, to prove our friendship to Je- 
sus: “Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever | command 

ou.” John, xv. 14.—thirdly, to prove that we believe in 
sl or give ear to him:—‘tHappy they who hear (give 
ear to or believe) the word of God, and obey.” Luke xi. 
28.—fourthly, to prove that we are of God, wad of the spirit 
of truth:—‘*We, the Apostles, are of God; he who knows 
God hearkens to (or obeys) us; he who is not of God hear- 
kens not ‘ous. By this we know the spirit of truth and the 
spirit of error.” 1 John, iv. 6.—fifthly, to prove to us that our 
sins are forgiven on account of the name of Jesus: ‘‘Ye have 
purified your souls by obeying the truth.” 1 Pet. i. 22. “He 
that believes anp is baptized shall be saved.” Here the com- 
mands are, first, believe; secondly, be baptized. The obe- 
dience is to believe and to be baptized, for salvation, i. e. 
from past sins: in other words, in order to pardon. Sixthly, 
to prove that we are not bewitched: “O foolish Galatians, 
who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth.” 
Gal. iii. 1. You make obedience the fruit or effect of faith. 
Who ever denied this? Do you suppose that we are so stu- 
pid, so obtuse, so,grossly ignorant as to imagine that a man 
would obey Jesus without believing in him? Is it consistent 
with the philosophy of mind to suppose that men, without 
compulsion—free and voluntary agents—obey first and be- 
lieve afterwards?) Why, my dear friend, if you talked thus 
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in your debate, many of your hearers might well believe you 
were beating the air. You first make a man of straw, and 
then you cut and thrust at him right valiantly; but after all, 
he is but a man of straw. Obedience, however, grammati- 
cally speaking, cannot be “‘the fruits of faith” or the “inva- 
riable effects of knowledge;” it may be the fruit or the effect. 
You were a little excited when you penned these solecisms. 
You forgot the advice you gave me just now, to be calm. 
The peculiar scribble of this part of your letter proves it. 
Be cautious how you criticise eis and en, and other Greek 
particles; you may forget yourself in the course of your de- 
monstrations, and thus betray yourself into the hands of the 
Grecians, Who may, perchance, torture you most unmerci- 
fully; for they are terrible barbarians when any unlucky wight 
of a foreigner gets among them and pretends to pass fora 
Grecian. { mention this by way of caution. You make 
obedience “the invariable effect of having been mercifully 
and freely saved by grace not by works of any kind.” Here 
again, | apprehend, there is nothing at issue between you 
and the brethren. Ifa way of salvation had not been mer- 
cifully, freely, and graciously provided by God, there could 
necessarily have been no commandments constructed upon 
that salvation, and therefore there being no command there 
could be nu obedience.—Hence then, free grace, a provided 
salvation, or Saviour, commands and obedience, is the order 
in which the New Testament presents the subject. It was 
not your merit nor mine, nor that of any of the Jews or Gen- 
tiles in the year of the world 4004, that procured the salva- 
tion which Simeon saw; no, it was the blessed God, as that 
aged man observed, who had ‘‘provipep in the sight of all 
the world, a luminary to enlighten the nations, and to be 
the glory of Israel his people.” Well, then, friend Sleigh, 
the question is how are you to ENJoy the wonderjul benefits 
brought down from Heaven to Earth by the Worp or Gop, 
who was made flesh and dwelt among the Jews? Paul says 
“through faith.” Eph. i. 8. What is faith? The belief of 
testimony. What is rue faith? “The confidence of things 
hoped for, and the conviction of things not seen. Then the 
Faith is a belief of the things testified of by the Apos- 
tles and Jesus, concerning the future and the past. The 
question then is what have Jesus and the Apostles testified? 
Jesus testifies that he that believes the gospel and is baptized 
shall be saved. Gospel is good news. What is the good 
news to be believed? That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
the living God;—that he died, a just person, for unjustified 
men, and that through his blood remission of sins was pro- 
cured for every son of Adam that will believe upon him; that 
he was buried, and rose again on the third day for the justi- 
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fication of believers.—Now here is the matter of joy;—th,, 
whosoever shall believe these truths and be baptized shy) 
be pardoned for all past offences, and be introduced t, 
coheirship with Christ Jesus of that glorious inherituy 
to be revealed at His COMING; and which is emphaticall 
called the Hope of the Good News or gospel. My con 
tion is, that no one believes in Jesus unless he obeys him; 
so fur | consider faith and obedience as synonymous, {or jy 
relation to salvation they are inseparable. There is the “i4\ 
or Farrn,” as opposed to the Law of Moses, and there r 
the “Osepience or FAITH” as contrasted with the Oby. 
ence of law; therefore, the Law of Faith to be of any benei 
to you or to me, must be followed up by the obedience 
Faith. Do you not now understand? Will you continue | 
pervert language by calling the Obedience of Faith, 

of the Law, whereby we think to procure salvation? “Alas 
alas! that you should not, or will not, distinguish be tweey 
things that differ. Will the mere fact that Christ died s 
you! If you say yes, then, my dear friend, you are the veri. 
est Universalist upon this continent. “I make,” say you, 
“obedience the effect of salvation, of pardon.’ If VOU say 
that the obedience of Christians is the effect of pardon, | 
meet yu there. It is love to Christ for the pardon they e: 
joy makes them continue obedient; and not a fear of damna- 
tion, for “perfect love casts out fear”—there is no love in 
fear. They continue obedient, having their eye fixed on the 
recompense of reward. Will you say that a christian w: 
partake of the first resurrection without continued obedicuce: 
If you do, then, we may all live as we list.. If you do n 
then continued obedience is a condition of a resurrection tv 
eternal life. If you say that a sinner obeys, because he be- 
lieves that Jesus has procured pardon for all who obey him 
I accede to this likewise. Butif you affirm, that a sinner is 
pardoned before he obeys; and that his obedience flows from 
a belief in that assumed fact, I ask you what need is there 
for his obeying at all, seeing that he is already pardoned! 
Oh, you re ply, his obedience is necessary to prove the sin- 
ecerity of his faith! Onee more, if you can show me how a 
man can believe, repent, and be baptized without obedience, 
I will agree with you, that obedience is not the condition of 
enjoying salvation. To believe is to obey. To repent is to 
obey. To be Baptized is to obey. Surely you will not say, 
that a maa enjoys salvation without faith, without repent- 
ance, and without baptism? If then you maintain, that he 
enjoys salvation without obedience, and seeing that faith, 
repentance and baptism are obedience to commands, you 
must have arrived at a sort of Quierism, which says, “stand 
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stil] and see the salvation of the Lord’—yes, stand still, 
the very climax of your donothing system. 

We do not contend for victory, we contend for the truth, 
both in word and practice. A man may be victorious, and 
yet in error. We have no Hierarchy of Priests among us; 
no fat livings, no loaves and fishes to bestow; what earthly 
interests, then can we have in maintaining our principles, 
and denying and endeavoring to subvert all other religious 
systems with that zeal and energy we do; exce pt from a de- 
sire to establish and disseminate what we conceive to be the 
truth, nay rather, what we are confident is true. The only 
pay we get is the ill will, hatred, and abuse of those whose 
tempor al interest it is to sustain corruption. Can you not 
discern the signs of the times? Do you not perceive that the 
world is divided into two opponent factions—the Clergy and 
the Laity? And herein is prophecy fulfilling. In whose 
camp do you find yourself? In the camp of the Priests, the 
enemies of Christ under the garb of friends. Who oppose 
the liberty of mankind in England? The Clergy. In France? 
slag Clergy. In Spain? The Clergy. In Portugal? The Cler- 

_ In Italy? The Clergy. In South America? The Clergy. 
4 the United States? The Cle rgy. Yes, the Clergy who 
persecute us as far as the law permits; and no thanks to their 
tender mercies, that | am free to write to you, as I now do. 
Jut their doom is fixed. Their judgment day is arrived. 
The Kings, Priests, and Nobles—the sun, moon, and stars 
of the political heavens and earth—are waning, darkening, 
and falling to the earth, where, among the craft-ridden peo- 
ple, they will have to earn their bread by the sweat of their 
brow, in the practice of an honest calling. From the com- 
pany of such Babel builders let me invite your escape. Come 
out from among them and be separate. Their Temple 1 
cracking to its foundation, and will assuredly bury you in its 
ruins if you stay. 

[ will endeavor not to be highminded, but rather to fear, 
as you advise. I am glad that you intend to add to your 
faith knowledge—may I request you to add to your knowl- 
edge patience, brotherly -kindness, and love?—That you ma 
do so and yet live many years in the enjoyment of health 
and happiness, both temporal and spiritual, is = sincere de- 
sire of your well wisher. ‘Tue Eprror. 


SCENES IN REAL LIFE.—No. 3. 


We catch the manners liying as they rise. 
Mr. Advocate, 
He is indeed a philanthropist, who braves the indignation 
of the rulers and the people for their real good. Look at 
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that numble peasant of Judea, itinerating tnrougn tae len: 
and breatdh of his native land, denouncing the Scribes and 
Pharisees, the Rulers and Elders of the people, as hypocrites. 
a race of vipers, a wicked and adulterous generation, ay; 
murderers of the prophets sent to them by God! And wh, 
does this carpenter’s son presume thus to arraign “these poy. 
ers that be, which are ordained of God?”—Because they ja) 
made void the law of God by their traditions. How knew 
he that? had they not the volume of the Book, and eoy|; 
not these “great and good men” of Israel, with all the; 
learning, too, interpret the Law as well as he? Is not th) 
Joseph’s son, whence, therefore, hath he this wisdom?—Ye. 
they had indeed the book, they read it, too, in their syyq. 
gogues, but they had other standards, other lawe and statutes. 
other ordinances—the Mishna and the Talmud—which sto, 
between them and the simple import of the prophetic rolls. 
The people were perishing- for lack of knowledge, the tey- 
ple servants were starving, while the wolves in the clothing 
of sheep,—the Scribes, Pharisees, and Lawyers, were ¢e- 
vouring widows’ houses and fattening upon the spoil. Jesus, 
this humble, though bold and daring innovator, pointed 1 
the Book of God as his authority. “It is written,” “It js 
written,” was his confident appeal, ““My house shall be a 
house of prayer, but ye have made it a den of thieves.” 
Martyrdom for truth, but monuments of stone for the destroy- 
ers of the people. Convinced but not converted, an insane 
people sacrificed this noble victim to the malice and cupidity 
of their rulers. ‘“‘They madden whom the gods destroy;” so 
this infatuated people would none of God’s reproof; he sent 
his eagles against them, and they fell by the edge of the 
sword. 

Such, Mr. Advocate, is a striking illustration of these lat- 
ter days of the gospel dispensation. The teachers of the 
people have caused them to err; they have perverted the gos- 
pel of Christ, and made it ineffectual by their traditions; 
they have superseded the testimony of the prophets and 
apostles by their creeds, books of discipline, and confessions 
of faith; they have made null the !aws and ordinances o/ 
Christ, by the decrees of councils, synods, and associations; 
the people are perishing for lack of a knowledge of the divine 
testimony; the royal priesthood of Messiah is starved out 0! 
the heavenly place; the clergy have corrupted the teaching 
of Jesus and his apostles by their perversions; and thus |: 
fulfilled the saying of Paul, our apostle, “grievous woltes 
shall enter in among you, not sparing the flock; also of your 
own selves shall men arise speaking perverse things to draw 
away disciples after them.” But insolent is he, who would 
dare to call in question these proceedings! Who is this sell- 
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sufficient upstart, this disorganizer, this disturber of the peace 
of churches, these turners of the world upside down? Who 
asks them for their advice; they had better far be minding 
their own affairs, and let other people’s religion alone!—But, 
Mr. Advocate, shall we heed these things and cease our 
efforts?—No! let us advance with the sword of the Spirit 
and the shield of faith; energized by love to God and to our 
fellow man, let us abandon our fears and repudiate that spu- 
rious charity, that teaches sympathy with the foibles of men 
aud injustice to God; knowing, that if we please men, we 
are not the servants of Christ, Gal. i. 10. 1 am, therefore, 
sir, actuated in these communications by a sincere desire of 
benefiting society in the most substantial way. Contrary to 
the wish of the people, indeed, | am anxious to open their 
eyes to the deceptions, which the word of God proves to me, 
are practised upon them. I know I make myself obnoxious 
to the wrath of men, who once could kill the body, and now 
can injure your reputation, destroy your worldly prospects, 
and cause you to be despised and evil spoken of. But none of 
these things move me. ‘The fear of man bringeth a snare;”’ 
I have none of that fear. But I fear the wrath of God, and, 
knowing the impending vengeance I have escaped myself, 
love to my neighbor stimulates me to disabuse his mind of 
his prejudices, to arouse him from his lethargy, and to shew 
him the way of enjoying the liberty which is in Christ Jesus. 
I shall now proceed to report to you some of those “perverse 
things” the apostle speaks of, spoken by a Pennsylvanian 
preacher of orthodoxy in the Third Baptist House, on the 
evening of the 9th of June. 

The Rev. Mr. © , began with a prayer in which he 
supplicated God “to teach us how to worship him;” this we 
thought he had done already, when he commanded the apos- 
tles to teach all the things he had told them of, while he wag 
with them in the person of Jesus. He prayed that ‘“minis- 
ters might teach Bible truth;” this we conceived was highly 
necessary, for they seem to know special little about it. He 
took his text from John iii. 7. ‘Marvel not that I said unto 
thee, ye must be born again.” To be born again, said he, is 
an essential point in our religion. It is the ax, which Jesus 
laid at the root of the tree. Nicodemus begins to compli- 
ment the Saviour; but he did not receive the flattery. Being 
born again is the foundation of our religious hope Accord- 
ing to the art of text-weaving, he spun out the verse into 
four heads: 

I. What it is to be born again; 

IT. How it is accomplished; 

lil. The necessity of being born again; 

IV. The evidences of having been born again. 
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I. He said that many things were jumbled together anq 
put in the place of it. He told us what it was not, but neve; 
told us what it was. It was not a light or joy bursting inty 
the mind; it was not dreaming or seeing strange visions; j, 
was not a change of views; it was not a change of affections. 
nor was it the taking away or the adding a new faculty tj 
the mind. He classified the faculties of “the soul” under 
the affections, the perception, and the will. To change the 
heart, the seat of the affections, beneath which, was, what 
he called, the fountain of the great deep, we must follow the 
philosophy of the Saviour. The fountain of the great deep 
of the human heart must be broken up by the power of per- 
ception. 

Il. The heart sends out a cloud of affections. The sub. 
ject under this head, said he, is wrapt in mystery. He con- 
fessegd he could not tell how the new birth was accomplished 
He told us what could not effect it. Truth in system never 
affected the world. The force of truth will never change the 
heart. This, he knew, would bring us to a strange conclu- 
sion. It is done by God shining into our hearts; and yeta 
few minutes before, he could not tell how it was accom- 
plished! He did not condescend to dispel our ignorance, by 
informing us how God shines into the heart of man. He 
does it; a preacher says so, and that is enough! it may be, 
for those whom they have hoodwinked, but not for us. The 
wind in the 8th v. he said, represented the work of the Spirit 
of God. Conversion was a miracle; for, the wind bloweth 
where it listeth, &e.!! He then got into a balloon, wafted 
on “the gentle zephyrs” issuing from the “fist of Jehovah.” 
Says, he feels the wind of grace blow, when he sees a tear 
flowing down the sinner’s cheek. He must have felt a ter- 
rible gale, for there were torrents of tears flowing from the 
weeping eyes of a dozen hysterical girls, who were sobbing 
on the “prepared seat” ieaheew Yet heard we no rushing 
mighty wind filling the house where we were sitting with 
the sound. The clergy felt it, no doubt, but we neither saw 
nor heard it. 

Ill. We must be born again. We should keep this straight 
and foremost. We can do no good work before we are rege- 
nerated. What! it may be said, have we not contributed to 
the support and spread of the gospel; have we not sustained 
God’s ministers; are not these good works? No, sinner; and 
it must be told, these are not good works; they are not ac- 
ceptable in the sight of God until you are born again. You 
must be born again. He then quoted a story of Andrew 
Fuller’s about a captain, who was left on a desolate island 


by a mutinous crew. They made an equal distribution of 


the spoil, and continued to manage the ship according to the 
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laws of propriety. One man began to sob and ery without 
any apparent cause. His mates interrogating him, asked if 
they had not dealt fairly with him? Oh! yes, said he. but it 
is all robbery, let us go back to our captain and take him on 
board again, and all will be well! So it was with sinners, 
| their works are bad until they return to God, the great 
captain of the ship against whom they have mutinied. I 
know not which to be astonished at most, the audac ity and 
ungraciousness of the clergy, or the stupid imbecility of the 
people. If aiding ‘‘the benevolent institutions of the day,” 
and feeding the clergy, is a bad work, and unacceptable in 
the sight of God, why do sinners add to their wickedness 
and responsi ibility by giving their hard earned dollars and 
rents to these men?) Why “don? t sinners take the clergy at 
their word, and let these ambassadors do their own work? 
We never yet heard of a government or king sending am- 
bassadors without paying all necessary expenses. Jesus 
provided for his ambassadors; and Satan supplies the wants 
of his by enabling them to fleece the sheep and milk the 
fF soats;—that is the philosophy of the thing. He went on— 
| the heart must be changed to fit it for heav en, and we must 
be born again to entitle us to heaven. He knew of only two 


ents ond two promises: the first he calls a covenant of 
w wrath, at the head of which is Adam;—the secona te cove- 


nant of redemption, which was headed by Christ:—we be- 

come heir of the first by nature; and of the second, by being 
born again!!! A moral relation must be established between 
the soul and God. None can discern the reign of God un- 
less the heart be changed. Renewing the heart means writ- 
ing the law in the heart. Some suppose that being born of 
water alludes to baptism; but he did not believe it. Nicode- 
mus thought that being born of water was enough. Being 
vorn of water is not baptism, it is the natural birth! No man 

an come into the world without being born of water. If 
this is not theological midwifery I know not what is!— 

elieving the testimony of God, said he, does not entitle to 
shen ordinances. With the heart men believe. 

[V. Great mistakes here. Filthy dreaming, casting lots 

lor forgiveness of sins by letting the Bible fall open upon 
tg) promising text, &c. no evidence of being born again; 
but, “ye are my friends if ye do whatsoever I command 

you,” &e, 

After the Amen, a revivalist named H spoke from the 
aisle where he was standing. He complimented the preach- 
‘r, proclaimed himself a Fullerite, whose works he hoped 
he should always read to the day of his death; he began to 
rant, the women began to sob; he began to rave, they began 
ito hubbub »—he would move a question, which he did bape 
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would be acted upon, namely, that his ministering brethre, 
and all the christians present would pray for him and ;), 
anxious sinners of the meeting; he would say, go to thos 
anxious seats and let God’s ministers bear them up to , 
throne of grace; and though the place was much crowd) 
he would make his way through, and called upon all to {,). 
low him. The man continued his rant until perfectly q.. 
mented. He wa!ked and talked and pushed and beat the 4); 
until he arrived at the mourning pew, in which he took yp 
his position. The men stared, the girls cried out, and op, 
went.off clapping her hands into an hysterie fit!—In al) ¢\), 
the clergy present were perfectly out-generaled. It was , 
revival coup de main. They seemed astounded, looking 
each other in dismay. And yet in a measure it was their 
own craft, too. They despatched a young divine to stop the 
fanatic. A sudden silence ensued. The Rev. W. F. B— 
presented himself. He wanted them to think and know that 
religion had something of common sense in it. That it was 
an intelligent affair, and should have a fast place in men aul 
women’s judgments. Rev. I. T. H , said it was the first 
time he had enjoyed the consecration of that house. Ey 
the walls were yet dry the Spirit hovers within it. Thai 
church (the Third Baptist) had had hic prayeroe Olt Chouly 
said he, make short work on behalf of these sinners!—<Alas! 
poor human nature, how art thou the sport of every evi 
spirit, the cage of every unclean and hateful bird. It was 








well for I. T. H , and those for whom he prayed, that 
God was deaf to his entreaties. Adieu, Mr. Advocate, trom 
your friend, Iora Tau Kappa. 





For the Apostolic Advocate, 
Louisa County, Oct. 8th, 1834. 
Mr. Editor, 

{ have been a reader of your paper ever since you com 
menced its publication, and consider that it contains a set oi 
truths perfectly christian. The scriptures tell us that if ou 
works be of God they will stand, and if of man they mus 
fall. Now, if the things in your paper be untrve, why 
the sects not attack them, show their absurdities, and throw 
them overboard; for if we are in Babylon, it is their duty & 
lead us out. It appears to me that they are afraid to come 
to the light themselves, and that their object is, if possibie 
to prevent their followers from coming also. In this sect! 
of country they advise their young converts not to go to heat 
the reformers preach, fearing if they once taste the bait, the) 
will be enticed, without a struggle, from their ranks. Bul | 
if they are founded upon Christ and his apostles there |s 
danger of this, as the scriptures plainly declare. 
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There was a young man baptized not long since by an old 
Baptist Rabbi, who, after baptizing him, took him out to one 
side, and told him that he had better not go to hear the 
«Campbellite Preachers,” that they were well read in the 
scriptures, and would lead him stews But the young man 
concluded that if they were well read in the scriptures, they 
were the very persons he would like to hear, and thencefor- 
ward became a regular attendant to their meetings, and is 
said to have joined them, or to be about to join them. So 
much for the advice of the Rev. T. T. 8. 

Some time since I was at a protracted meeting held at 
Southanna, at which place Elder J. Fife and many other 
preachers attended. ‘There was a great stir, and in the lan- 
vuage of J. F. “there was a great pressing into the king- 
jom.” I thought to myself that perhaps the time is not very 
far off when they will be pressed out. I do not think that I 
ever witnessed, in all my life, so much machinery of human 
invention, put into operation for the purpose of manufactur- 
ing christians. After having delivered an address better 
calculated to excite the feelings than to enlighten the under- 
standing, they would invite all those that felt a disposition, 
to come up to the anxious seats and kneel down, in order 
that they might the better reap the benefit of their prayers. 
This done, a part would commence singing and praying, 
whilst another part would kneel and talk to the mourners, 
till they had raised them to the highest possible pitch of ex- 
citement, when some one might be heard to tell the brethren 
to sing faster, though, as I thought, they were then singing 
ata speed better fitted for any thing else than for the house 
of God or his praise. However, it had it desired effect; for, 
ever and anon one would jump up shouting and clapping his 
hands, which in popular phrase ts called “getting through.” 
But, alas! thought I to myself, can those persons, who con- 
sider themselves thus converted, give a reason for the hope 
they have within them? I was confident they could not, for 
they had not been instructed by the preachers. 

Towards the close of their meeting, the machinery which 
had answered so well all along, began to grow a little the 
worse for wear; for when they called up mourners, the same 
old devices would not do; but they were not long at a loss. 
One of the preachers, good at invention no doubt, concluded 
that it was necessary for the whole church to send up a 
tolume of prayer to God, who, he was satisfied, would send 
down the holy spirit and convert them. The expression of 
our blessed Saviour, when he told Nicodemus that we must 
be born of water and the Spirit, occurred to my mind. 

It appeared to me strange, that, in so much machinery for 
conversion and salvation, | do not remember to have heard 
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one word about the necessity of water. I have been inform. 
ed by good authority, that the Rev. P. S. having felt the 
pulse of one the mourners, pulled out his watch and state, 
that in so many minutes, (mentioning the number,) he o, 
she, as it may have been, would be converted, and that 
the time appointed the mourner rose up shouting. 

Since the above mentioned meeting, | have examined thy 
word of God very closely, to see if those things were sano. 
tioned by it, but have been able to find nothing to justify th, 
course, therefore conclude that they are not of God but y 
man. The Reverend J. Fife is a man of good judgment, and 
if he will read the Bible in connexion, will be compelled ; 
admit that sueh things were not practised by the primitiy: 
christians. I hope the time will come when he will see th¢ 
impropriety of his course. I am acquainted with a grea 
many of those who have been pressed into the church by his 
preaching, and all I can say is, Lord forgive them, for they 
know not what they do. 

We reformers in this section are progressing slowly. Br. 
ther Bagby has introduced into the kingdom this year abjy 
fifteen, and brother Higgerson four or five. The aboy 
soldiers, however, know under whose banner they have eo- 
listed, and are ready and willing at all times to give a reasiy 
for the hope they have within them. We think it is all-in. 
portant, that before they come into the kingdom, they be we! 
informed, and have that sort of faith, which will prom): 
them to render up the whole man to Christ, and, in the pros- 
pect of a glorious immortality beyond the grave, to look 
him as their leader determined to follow him through evil as 
well as through good report. 

Your brother in the hope of a glorious and blissful immor- 
tality. Discipurs. 


ECCLESIASTICAL THUNDER. 


“His Holiness,” the Pope, that Prince of Reverend D:- 
vines, has resolved to address a second and last admonition 
to that refractory disciple of Antichrist—Don Pedro; and 
then, should this prove ineffectual, he intends to rain dows 
“fire from heaven,” upon him, “in the sight of men.” Rev. 
xiii. 13, with the sound of thunder from the Vatican, in the 
form of excommunication. This, however, will only widen 
the breach, and hasten the subversion of the dominion of the 
clergy in that province of their kingdom; for God has put tt 
into the hearts of the nations to hate their tyranny and to 
destroy it with’ fire and sword. Rev. xvii. 16. As another 
illustration of this, we rejoice in being able to notify out 
readers of the following 
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GLORIOUS AND IMPORTANT EVENT. 
From the London Patriot. 

Inquisition abolished in Spain.—The sequent decree was 
announced in Spain | 15, 1834: 

“Art. 1. The tribunal of the Inquisition is definitively 
suppressed. , 

“Art. 2. The property, income, and other goods belonging 
to this institution are to be applied to the payment of the 
public debt. ' 

“Art. 3. The produce of the 101 canonships dependent 
upon the Inquisition are to be applied to the same purpose. 

“Art. 4. The employees attached to this tribunal and its 
dependencies, who possess ecclesiastical prebends or civil 
employments in remuneration, shall have no right to receive 
therr emoluments from the funds of the said tribunal. 

“Art. 5. All the other employees are to receive the amount 
of the salaries from the sinking fund, until they have been 
otherwise provided for.” 

The Inquisition was founded in the 12th century by Pope 
Innocent, for the trial, punishment, and extirpation of here- 
ties. This diabolical Tribunal took cognizance of heresy, 
Judaism, Mohamimedanism, Sodomy, and polygamy; and the 
people stood in so much fear of it, that persons delivered up 
their nearest and dearest relations to its familiars without 
daring to murmur. Priscillian, a mild and eloquent man, 
was the first victim of Religious Intolerance under this tri- 
bunal. ‘Torquemado, the Inquisitor general, is said to have 
_ tried and tortured, in the course of 14 years, 80,000 persons, 

of whom 6000 were executed. He whose mind can traverse 
the globe, must be struck with one remarkable feature of the 
times, viz: that the people or laity are rebelling every 

where against the clergy of every Faith. In France, the 

Keligion of Antichrist is almost extinct. In England, Scot- 

land, and Ireland, the people demand the abolition of State 

Religion; in Portugal, Don Predo has commenced the work of 

destruction; in Spain, monasteries have been suppressed, the 

clergy slain, and their Inquisition abolished de jure; in South 
_ America, the church is falling; and in the United States, 
_ Sectarianism is attacked, the Clergy defied and set at nought, 
and their system breaking up by internal dissension. In 
Europe, however, they destroy without having any thing to 
offer; while here we not only destroy the works of the Cler- 
gy but we offer the people the religion of Jesus, as recorded 
on the page of revelation. We smile with satisfaction at 
| pd terse we rejoice at the future, but regard the past with 
ineflable indignation and contempt. The time is near when 
the Merchants of Babylon shall cast dust on their heads, 
and cry, weeping and wailing, saying Alas, alas that great 
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City, for in one hour is she made desolate! And when hea- 

ven, and the om apostles and prophets shall be exhorted ;, 

rejoice over her, for God has avenged them on her, Rey. xy; 

19. 20, Even so. May the time quickly come! — Epirog. | 
Oct. 5th. 1834. | 


A REPORT. 

The “Reverend” Andrew Broaddus is reported to hayp 
said, that he does not believe, that such men as Luther Rice. 
Wm. F. Broaddus, Isaac T. Hinton, President Chapin, &¢. 
could have acted and spoken, as they are represented to haye 
done in the “Scenes from Real Life,” published in the Ad. 
vocate. We are instructed by the writer of the articles jp 
question, to say, that a denial of the truth of the statements 
therein made has reached him from more points than one: 
he now calls upon the “Reverend” Andrew Broaddus, or 
any of the other named “‘divines” to come forward. in some 
tangible shape, and put him tothe proof. The Revyeren/ 
gentleman may well be ashamed of such heathenish saying, 
and doings; but, says our correspondent, “I will establish fully 
in the mouth of witnesses whose honor and integrity cannot 
be impeached, every jot and tittle of the confused and ridi- 
culous, and yet lamentable, exhibitions witnessed, and 
tailed.” If the testimony prove too strong for Mr. Broaddus’ 
continued scepticism, let him discountenance the perpetra. 
tion of such insane practices; and let him cease to patroniz 
such miserable caricatures of the sublime, heaven-born, ani 





holy religion of Jesus Christ. Eprror. 
ANABAPTISM. 


To remove a mistake, under which some of our friends 
labor concerning this subject, as discussed in our last, w 
say that the confession required is not a point of form, but 
a matter of fact. ‘There are no ceremonies in the religion 
of Jesus; every thing that he has appointed is pregnant with 
meaning and significancy. Produce cases, such as those on 
ihe day of Pentecost, and, though there was no formal con 
ession, we should not hesitate io say they had confesse’ 
Jesus. The immersion of the 3,000 was predicated on fact: 
testified and believed; but modern immersions are predicate¢ 
on no such premises. The subjects of these, though im- 
mersed, we say have neither confessed Jesus, nor are they 
baptized. This explication in no way inyalidates the post 
tion already before the reader, Eprror. 





Erratum, For lonized, p. 122, 1. 16, read louized. 





3L> Receipts in our next. 





